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State Senator Paull Shin of Washington to speak at KACF’s 5th Annual Gala

New York, N.Y. —The Korean American Community Foundation (KACF) is pleased to announce that Washington State Senator Paull Shin will be the keynote speaker at the Fifth Annual KACF Gala on October 20th at Chelsea Piers.  
Senator Shin’s long record of his commitment to public service, education and economic development is exemplary. After teaching at the college level for 31 years, he became the first Korean American elected to the Washington State Senate. His dedication to not only the people of Washington, but to the Korean American community at-large is an inspiration.   
As the U.S. and Korea commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Korean War, Senator Shin’s journey to the United States as an orphan adopted by an American soldier during the War has a particular resonance. His personal determination to not only survive but to thrive and lead is an example to all Korean Americans who have settled in this country, and to their children who have struggled to build lives that bridges two cultures. After arriving in U.S. at age 16, Sen. Shin earned his GED in 18 months, then went on to earn a BA in political science from Brigham Young University, an MPIA from the University of Pittsburgh, and an MA and PhD from the University of Washington. His remarkable life exemplifies what KACF strives to promote: individuals leading empowered lives and in doing so, transforming communities.
KACF Board member and Gala Co-Chair Sarah Chung says, “Senator Shin’s life experience and commitment to public service are a true inspiration, and we are thrilled that he has accepted our invitation to be the keynote speaker at the Gala.”

The Gala is KACF’s pinnacle event where supporters can learn about our vision of a vibrant Korean American community engaged in strengthening our society through philanthropy, volunteerism and compassionate leadership. Founded in 2002, KACF has become a trusted source of philanthropy within Asian American communities. As of this year, KACF has awarded nearly $1.5 million in grants to nonprofit organizations that primarily work with low-income individuals and families.  
The 2010 KACF Gala will be held at Chelsea Piers 60 on October 20, 2010 at 6:30pm.  

KACF provides grants and capacity-building assistance to organizations working to address the most pressing needs in the Korean American community and beyond. To our supporters, we provide a way to magnify the impact of their giving and to build bridges across generations and communities.  For more information, please visit www.kacfny.org.  
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